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Solidarity in partnership
Indigenous people in Chiapas, Mexico, demonstrate for social and environmental justice.

Roberto Jaramillo SJ is President of the Jesuit Conference of Latin America and the Caribbean (CPAL)

X

-rays give us an inside picture of something,
but they must be read or interpreted to obtain a
real understanding of what is going on. The three
“X-rays” that follow give snapshots of important projects
and activities that Jesuits in Latin America have been
able to undertake thanks to the solidarity and “complicity in action” of organizations such as Canadian Jesuits
International (CJI). The presence and support of CJI in
diverse situations – including the sociopolitical struggle
for justice, the promotion of human rights, the integral
formation of persons, community organizing and advocacy – have been fundamental for us.

1. Honduras
Berta Cáceres, assassinated. Political corruption – international collusion. Organized crime and the drug
trade rife in the three powers of the state – executive, legislative, judicial. Extreme social inequality.
Oligarchy entrenched in public office. Extractionist
economy – resources exploited, nature violated. Persecution and aggression against defenders of human
rights, nature, women and minorities. Radio Progreso and the Reflection, Research and Communications Team. Ismael “Melo” Moreno SJ. Technicians,
journalists, broadcasters, researchers, collaborators,
(continued on page 3)

The vision &
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The mission of CJI is to love and to serve
by working with people struggling for
social justice and dignity in the world.
Together with Jesuit and other partners,
CJI responds in solidarity, through
awareness-raising and advocacy in
Canada and supporting partnerships in
the Global South.
To learn more about Canadian Jesuits
International or to make a donation,
please contact us at:
70 Saint Mary Street
Toronto, ON M5S 1J3
Tel: 416.465.1824
Toll Free (within Canada & USA)
1.800.448.2148
canadianjesuitsinternational.ca

M. Faddoul

The vision of Canadian Jesuits
International is a world of peace, justice
and integrity of creation, transformed
through active commitment and
finding God in all things.

A word from
Jenny Cafiso, CJI Director

F

or our first newsletter of 2018, we present highlights of what has been a
very rich, intense and exciting year at CJI. Space does not allow us to give
details of all the activities of education, advocacy and outreach that took
place in Canada, nor of the many projects, some long standing and others
new, that we supported in Africa, Latin America and Asia.
We chose just a few examples of the work that, thanks to your contributions,
we have accomplished. They represent both the geographical spread of the
work, as well as its diversity, ranging from education, to livelihood support,
refugee assistance, sustainable agriculture, community organizing, advocacy
and defence of human rights.
All this was made possible by the active engagement of students, parishioners,
Jesuit friends and other Canadians who are committed to solidarity with our
brothers and sisters and to building a life of justice and peace.
For this issue we also asked one of our partners, Fr Roberto Jaramillo SJ, who
has many years of experience in social justice work and is currently President
of the Conference of Latin American Provincials, to offer some reflections on
how the work of CJI can be understood through the lens of solidarity and
partnership. What he offers us, in a somewhat poetic form, is a snapshot of the
brutal reality of poverty, violence and exclusion faced by the people they work
with, but also of how CJI’s work with them on three specific projects in Latin
America is an expression of “solidarity in partnership.”
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If Fr Jaramillo’s words represent the feeling of the people CJI supports in the
Global South, they are in themselves consoling and a sign that we are fulfilling
our mission of service to those who are excluded and facing injustice.
His words also motivate and inspire us as we look to 2018. With your support
we will continue to walk in solidarity with internally displaced people in Syria;
we will speak in defence of human rights in Honduras; we will work with tea
estate workers in Darjeeling; we will provide for children’s education; and we
will promote livelihood programs for small-scale farmers.
Despite the sorrow, poverty, war and suffering that afflict so many, we hope
and work for a world where these will no longer be the reality. This hope is not
wishful thinking, but based on our faith in a loving God, and our response to
his invitation to be co-creators of a kingdom of justice and peace. As Fr Jaramillo says, this is “complicity in action.”

International

Solidarity in partnership

(continued from cover page)

volunteers. Clear and timely information. Music.
Popular education. Service to communities. Independent analysis. Whistle-blowing. Celebration.
Team work. Threats. Collaboration and alliances
with other social actors. Prophetic witness. Credibility – authority. Fragility.
2. Guatemala
August 2017. First gathering of Indigenous Youth
of Central and Meso America. Young indigenous
people of the Rarámuris, Tzeltales, Choles, Zoques,
Misquitos, Mayas. Defence of and respect for ancestral culture. Celebrations. Colours. Music. Dances. Stories. Wisdom. Dreams. The fight to protect
Mother Earth and her gifts. Latin American Network for Solidarity and Indigenous people, an apostolate of CPAL. Next regional gatherings in: the
Amazon, the Chaco, the Andes, the Austral zone.
Exclusion. Disregard. Marginalization. Poverty. Indigenous youth gathered in one place sharing plans
with other indigenous youth from distant locations.
Happiness. Hope. Simplicity. Spirituality.

3. Comparte
Producers on small holdings. Commitment to quality. Economic and ecological sustainability. Food security. Cooperation. Improved means of production.
Value added to products. Involvement in the entire
chain of production and commercialization, to maximize benefits for the producer. Social reinvestment.
Social centres and universities working together.
Social economy on a large scale. Better living conditions. Farming youth rooted in the land. Political
formation and participation. Alliances with other
players. Insertion in public institutions. Advocacy.
With unending gratitude, we invite you to “come and see”
(John 1:39). Let us continue to learn, serve, and celebrate
together the gifts we’ve received from God for the good of
all his daughters and sons. Blessings of the New Year!
(Details of the three projects above may be found on page 5
and on the CJI website. Special thanks to Greg Kennedy SJ
for translating this article from Spanish.)

Review: Where your support goes

C

anadian Jesuits International supported projects in 26 countries in the past year. They included 8 countries in
Latin America and the Caribbean; 10 in Africa; and 8 in Asia and the Middle East. These are shown in red in the
map below. CJI also had projects with partners who work regionally, reaching additional countries shown by the pink
areas in the map. As well, CJI engaged in advocacy and education on international social justice issues in Canada.
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International

Review: Projects you supported

T

EDUCATION
Education promotes human dignity
and fosters the development of more
resilient and cohesive societies. The
educational projects CJI supports vary
from formal classroom teaching at
all levels, to informal education and
training. Here are some examples:
• JAMAICA – St Anne’s Parish, Kingston
Summer school and youth programs
• LEBANON – Jesuit Refugee Service
Education for Syrian refugee children
• NEPAL – Moran Memorial School
School activities and scholarships

School activities
and scholarships

Moran Memorial School

hanks to many generous people, Canadian Jesuits International supported over 40 projects last year in Africa,
Asia, the Middle East, Latin America and the Caribbean. Examples of some of these projects follow below and
on pages 5 and 6. One project in each category is highlighted. For more information on any CJI project, please
contact us or visit our website.

The Jesuits opened Moran
Memorial School in
1999 to serve a growing
population in the vicinity
of Maheshpur, Nepal.
About 95% of the people
living there are daily
Students at Moran Memorial School.
labourers, most of whom
work on tea plantations for less than $2 per day.
To assist families of students who cannot afford the tuition, Moran
Memorial School gives full scholarships to 100 students and partial
scholarships to 495 others. CJI supports this program and also helps
to provide educational materials and extra-curricular activities.

Healthcare at Jesu Ashram
CJI has supported the right to
healthcare for people coming
to Jesu Ashram for many years.
Founded in 1971 by Canadian Jesuit
Brother Robert Mittelholtz, Jesu
Ashram is a health centre and
home for the destitute in Matigara,
India.

Jesu Ashram

Principal: Fr B. Rajasekaran SJ

CJI helped with two specific
projects last year: the purchase
of equipment for a physiotherapy
Patients at Jesu Ashram.
unit and the paving of the main
road to Jesu Ashram, which often became unpassable during
the monsoon season. Support was also given for general
operating expenses. Last year, Jesu Ashram cared for 150
long-term patients, 3000 in-patients and more than 7000
outpatients.
Director: Fr Pramod Dabhi SJ. Website: jesuashram.in
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HEALTH
CJI’s partners provide free healthcare to the
most vulnerable people. They implement
projects for better prevention, testing,
patient care, rehabilitation, health education
and advocacy. CJI helps to improve training
and services in all these areas.
• AFRICA region – African Jesuit AIDS
Network (AJAN), including Service Yezu
Mwiza in BURUNDI and Loyola Hope Centre
in TOGO
HIV prevention, health services and
advocacy for people with AIDS
• INDIA – Jesu Ashram
Healthcare at Jesu Ashram
• PHILIPPINES – Ateneo de Zamboanga
University, School of Medicine (ADZU-SOM)
Medical students scholarships and
community health in Mindanao

COMMUNITY SOLIDARITY AND
HUMAN RIGHTS

Strengthening
community organizations

CJI is committed to community
solidarity, peace and the defence of
human rights. We work for reconciliation
with God, one another and the
environment, and we support initiatives
that further these goals, especially in
communities that struggle for social and
economic justice.

Radio Progreso and ERIC
(Reflection, Research
and Communications
Team) are Jesuit
organizations that work
with communities and
civil society groups in
Honduras to defend
human rights and promote
economic, social, political
and environmental justice.

• HONDURAS – Radio Progreso and ERIC
Strengthening community
organizations
• INDIA – Lok Manch (People’s Forum)
Community development and access to
entitlements by marginalized people
• LATIN AMERICA region – Indigenous
Network of CPAL (Jesuit Conference of
Latin America and the Caribbean)
Promotion of indigenous culture,
social justice and empowerment

L.Hansen

International

Fr Melo of Radio Progreso speaks out
on the impact of mining in Honduras.

This project aims to build capacity of media, environmental,
women’s and indigenous organizations to bring about social
change in a context of widespread poverty, inequality and
corruption. Through field visits, workshops and skills training, it
promotes dialogue, democracy and human rights for marginalized
communities.
Director: Fr Ismael “Melo” Moreno Coto SJ
Website: radioprogresohn.net

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

Agricultural production
and community
development
P.Blain/CEPAG

Comparte (Share) is a
network of 14 Jesuit
social centres in 9
countries of Latin
America. It works to
The Balbuena-Roda family farm
promote research,
in San Ignacio, Paraguay.
share experience and
implement environmentally sustainable socioeconomic systems
in which all people can participate.
Comparte collaborates with farmers’ associations and periurban producers to scale up agricultural production, improve
the quality of crops, develop alternative marketing systems, and
promote fair trade and responsible consumption. Some of the
products of the nearly 50,000 people involved in the partner
organizations of Comparte are organic coffee, mate tea, honey,
cacao, corn, rice, bananas and dairy products.
Coordinator: Fr Oscar Rodríguez SJ
Website: compartedesarrollo.wordpress.com

For agriculture to be sustainable, it must
work in harmony with nature and provide
a just livelihood for farmers. CJI supports
a number of projects that promote
sustainable agriculture through training
and extension services in organic farming,
cooperatives management, value-added
production, marketing and fair trade.
• INDIA – Society of Jesus Agricultural
and Social Institute (SOJASI)
Organic production and training for
farmers in Chimney-Deorali, Darjeeling
• LATIN AMERICA region – Comparte
(Share)
Agricultural production and
community development
• ZAMBIA – Kasisi Agricultural Training
Centre (KATC)
Training in organic agriculture for
small-scale farmers

M is s ion Ne w s | W i n t e r 2 018

5

Livelihood support takes many different
forms. For CJI the goal is always to enable
people to engage in meaningful work, to
provide for their families and to live with
dignity. CJI’s partners offer programs that
enhance self-reliance, from skills training to
micro-credit services, income-generating
activities and solidarity in advocacy.
• COLOMBIA – Jesuit Refugee Service
Socioeconomic integration of internally
displaced families in five communities
• INDIA – Human Life Development and
Research Centre
Capacity building and alternative
livelihoods in Darjeeling
• KENYA – Jesuit Refugee Service
Livelihood support for urban refugees

Emergency
healthcare and
hygiene kits

Livelihood support for urban
refugees
Kenya hosts more than 560,000
registered refugees and asylum
seekers fleeing from war and famine
in neighbouring countries. While
most refugees live in designated
camps, a significant and growing
number live in the capital city,
Nairobi.

CJI supports a JRS livelihood
project for refugees in Nairobi.
Social worker Teddy Akolonge
It provides business skills training,
checks refugee support records.
psychosocial services and start-up
loans. Beneficiaries are identified by JRS social workers and
partner agencies. Currently the project serves 44 urban refugees
(both female and male) and is expected to grow in the future.
JRS regional director: Fr Endashaw Debrework SJ
Website: jrsea.org

JRS-MENA

LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT

There are
approximately 6.5
million internally
displaced persons
Reception area in JRS clinic at Aleppo.
(IDPs) in Syria, the
largest number anywhere in the world. In Aleppo IDPs live
among ruins because most of the city has been destroyed
in fighting. Inadequate housing, power cuts, water and
food shortages, and poor healthcare are widespread.
Through Jesuit Relief Service (JRS), CJI supports healthcare
and the provision of WASH (water, sanitation and
hygiene) kits for 35,800 people in Aleppo. Kits contain
items such as soap, washing powder, toothpaste and
diapers. JRS also runs a clinic and pharmacy where people
receive treatment, medicines and wheelchairs, as well as
referrals for orthotics and surgery. The goal of this project
is to alleviate suffering, save lives and maintain human
dignity amid the ongoing conflict.
JRS regional director: Fr Nawras Sammour SJ
Website: jrsmena.org
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International

REFUGEES AND EMERGENCY RELIEF
There are more than 65 million refugees and
internally displaced people worldwide. CJI’s main
partner in addressing this massive challenge is the
Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS), which worked directly
with more than 700,000 people in 51 countries
last year. Because refugees spend an average of 17
years in displacement, many JRS projects focus on
longer-term needs, such as education.
CJI also responds to emergencies caused by
earthquakes, hurricanes, famine and war. Much of
our support in this area is coordinated with the
Xavier Network for maximum impact.
• ECUADOR – Fundación Río Manta and Xavier
Network
Soup kitchen support and post-earthquake
rehabilitation in Manabí Province
• NEPAL – Nepal Jesuit Social Institute
Post-earthquake rehabilitation of schools and
communities
• SYRIA – Jesuit Refugee Service
Emergency healthcare and hygiene kits

Pray–Give–Speak Out
Interfaith Campaign
for famine relief

EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY
In addition to projects in the Global
South, CJI also works on education
and advocacy within Canada on
issues of international development
and social justice. Through outreach
programs in schools and parishes,
communication with supporters,
advocacy, events for the general
public and collaboration with sister
organizations, CJI engaged in a
number of important initiatives last
year, including the following:

A.Wells/JRSEA

Canada

In June 2017, CJI took
part in an interfaith
campaign for hunger
and famine relief in
Nigeria, Somalia, South
Sudan and Yemen. In
addition to two other
Food distribution at Doro Refugee
Catholic organizations
Camp in Maban, South Sudan.
and other Christians
from the Protestant and Orthodox traditions, we joined with our
sisters and brothers from the Bahá’í, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh religions.
It was a wonderful witness of faith communities coming together in an
important, common cause.

• Advocacy on extractive sector
oversight for Canadian companies
working abroad, through
participation in Justice in Mining
and the Canadian Network on
Corporate Accountability (CNCA)

For CJI, education and advocacy were centrally important components
of the Pray–Give–Speak Out campaign. Raising public awareness in
Canada on the causes of hunger and famine was a way of looking
to long-term solutions so that famines do not become endemic or
protracted. Our efforts included providing context in our appeals,
a fact sheet and prayer resource on our website, and conversations
with supporters. In addition, CJI’s Fall 2017 newsletter focused on “the
politics of famine” and invited our partners to educate us about what
they understand the root causes and solutions to be.

• Youth for Others Day (25 April
2017) – “Journeying into Change”
– with more than 60 students and
educators
• Pray–Give–Speak Out Interfaith
Campaign for famine relief

CJI received more than $460,000 as part of this campaign. Since the end
of our last fiscal year (30 June 2017), we have sent relief for six districts
in South Sudan and Kenya, where refugees from South Sudan have fled.
We are so grateful to our supporters for their life-saving generosity!

CJI Statement of Operations
1 July 2016 – 30 June 2017
OPERATING REVENUE

Total Revenues:
$3,264,074

Donations
$3,216,568

Fundraising
$85,967
Administration
$89,104

0.2%
0.4%
0.9%
98.5%

OPERATING EXPENSES

Rental and
Other Income
$5,342
Interest
Income
$12,164
Pension
Income
$30,000

Education and
Awareness Raising
$172,390

Total Expenses:
$2,536,289

3.4%
3.5%
6.8%
86.3%

International
Projects
$2,188,828

CJI holds investments, most of which are designated for specific
projects. This provides stability for project partners and their
ongoing work in the field. The unrealized gains/losses of these
investments are not included in the operations shown here.
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CJI news

Rowing into the deep with IFTJ

I

n November 2017, CJI led a delegation of 38 Canadian students and educators who took part in the
Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice (IFTJ) in Washington, DC. They came from Campion College in
Regina, St Paul’s High School in Winnipeg, Loyola
High School in Montreal and St Bonaventure’s College in St John’s. This was the 20th anniversary of the
Teach-In, which is dedicated to learning, reflecting,
praying, networking and advocating for social justice.
The theme of IFTJ this year was “Rowing into the
deep: Magis meets justice.” With 3 keynote speakers, 10 network speakers and more than 50 breakout sessions, there was plenty for the 2,000 delegates
to digest. Canadian delegates attended sessions led
by CJI Outreach Coordinator Uju Umenyi, and by
Friends of Fe y Alegría and the Jesuit Office of Justice
and Ecology. On Advocacy Day, the third day of the
Teach-In, Canadians participated in a public witness
event on immigration and racism at Union Station.

Thank you, Uju!

C

JI bids a fond farewell to Uju Umenyi who
was the Youth and Outreach Coordinator until the end of November 2017. Uju was a dynamic
member of our team for more than two years and
contributed a great deal to our education and advocacy work in Canada. Uju’s energy, warmth, humour and passion for social justice will be greatly
missed. We wish her all the best and want to say a
big THANK YOU!

Fr Lalit Tirkey (4th from left) and supporters at a Tell Ten event in Toronto.

Tell Ten campaign and
Fr Lalit Tirkey’s visit

C

JI led a month-long “Tell Ten” campaign to raise
awareness and funds for livelihood support in
the lead-up to Giving Tuesday on 28 November
2017. The projects at the heart of the campaign were
the Human Life Development and Research Centre
(HLDRC) in India, Kasisi Agricultural Training Centre
in Zambia and Comparte in Latin America.
To raise awareness, CJI staff and numerous volunteers
who agreed to be Tell Ten Ambassadors took part.
There were media interviews, a blog series on the igNation website and a variety of special events. More than
$75,000 were raised in the campaign. These funds will
be sent to the three focus projects. Thank you to all contributors for your generosity!
CJI also wants to thank Fr Lalit Tirkey SJ, the director
of HLDRC, for his key participation in this campaign.
Fr Tirkey came to Canada from India to help with the
campaign and he worked tirelessly on his cross-Canada
speaking tour. He visited eight Canadian cities, from
Calgary in the west to St John’s in the east, spreading
the message about the importance of livelihood support
and giving examples from his own work with HLDRC.

GIVE THIS NEW YEAR!
Please support CJI.Your contribution will
sustain the kinds of projects reviewed in
this issue and enable new initiatives in Africa,
Asia and Latin America in the New Year.
Please give generously by making a
one-time donation, a regular monthly
donation or a bequest in your will.
All donations are tax deductible. All personal information is
in accordance
8held
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Donate on-line at:
www.canadianjesuitsinternational.ca
Mail your cheque to:
Canadian Jesuits International
70 Saint Mary Street
Toronto, ON M5S 1J3
Phone toll-free: 1-800-448-2148

Thank you for your support!
Registered Charitable Number # 11883 3623 RR0001

