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The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 

Prime Minister of Canada and Member of Parliament for Papineau 
529, rue Jarry Est (Office 302) 
Montréal, Québec   H2P 1V4 
 

 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

 

A fellow Jesuit from Honduras, Father Ismael (Melo) Moreno, director of Radio Progreso and the Jesuit 

Centre for Reflection, Research and Communication (ERIC), was recently in Canada for a series of 

conferences. While in Toronto at the invitation of Canadian Jesuits International, Fr. Melo was 

interviewed by the Toronto Star. The article says: ‘’Father Melo lives every day as though it is his last. He 

knows assassins are out to kill him. And, eventually, they may succeed.’’ 

 

As Provincial Superiors of the Jesuits in Canada, and as colleagues of Fr. Melo, we are extremely 

concerned for his safety, as well as that of other promoters of human rights and the environment in 

Honduras. Furthermore, the article in the Toronto Star reminds us that this country, which has seen more 

than a hundred documented assassinations in the past five years, “is one of the deadliest places in the 

world to be an environmental activist.” The most recent was the murder of Berta Cáceres, an indigenous 

leader, which occurred on March 2
nd

, 2016. In the most recent edition of the Jesuit magazine Relations, Fr. 

Melo wrote: “The assassination of so notable a woman reveals the vulnerability of people and peoples’ 

organizations who fight for the protection of human rights and natural resources in Honduras.” 

 

Given that Canada signed a free-trade agreement with Honduras in 2014, and that 90 % of the foreign 

investors in the Honduran mining sector are Canadian, we ask you not to ignore the flagrant violations of 
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human rights in this Central American country – the same was asked of you in a letter dated April 25
th
 of 

this year signed by over 200 organisations active in Latin America, Canada and internationally. 

 

The Canadian government is in a position to urge the Honduran authorities to assure the security of Fr. 

Melo, as well as that of all those who work for the protection of human rights and the environment in 

Honduras. Moreover, we believe it is urgent that Canada impose on its mining industry a rigorous 

responsibility for the respect of human rights and environmental norms. This would imply, among other 

things, an end to the forced displacement of local indigenous communities – an issue that would match 

your government’s sensitivity to First Nations peoples.  

 

 “Every night when I return home after my radio show, I breathe a sigh of relief that I have survived 

another day,” Fr. Melo confided to the Toronto Star’s journalist. Since you are Prime Minister of a 

country that has placed the rights and freedoms of the human person at the forefront of its fundamental 

values, and since you are also the graduate of a Jesuit school, we implore you to do everything possible to 

assure the safety of our colleague, as well as that of all Honduran citizens engaged, as he is, in the fight for 

justice and respect for the integrity of creation.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

  

 
 
 

 
Jean-Marc Biron, S.J.               Peter Bisson, S.J. 
Provincial des jésuites du Canada français et d’Haïti           Provincial of the Jesuits in English Canada 

25, rue Jarry Ouest               43 Queen’s Park Crescent East 
Montréal, QC   H2P 1S6              Toronto, ON   M5S 2C3 

 

 

 
 

 
c.c.  The Honourable Stéphane Dion, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Mr. Michael Gort, Canadian Ambassador to Honduras 

Embassy of Honduras in Canada 

General Consulate of Honduras in Montréal 
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https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2016/08/16/honduran-activist-wants-trudeau-to-pressure-canadian-mining-companies-on-human-rights-abuses.html
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorials/2016/08/21/ottawa-should-make-mining-companies-more-accountable-editorial.html
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https://www.devp.org/sites/www.devp.org/files/documents/press-releases/letter_to_trudeau_eng.pdf

