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The threats and accusations now being directed against Fr. Melo are part of a pattern 
of attacks against human rights defenders in Honduras. It portrays any dissenting 
voice as “the enemy”; it aims first to discredit, then to criminalize, and finally to as-
sassinate any opposition.  In such a highly charged situation, a public accusation by a 
formal authority like the university rector increases considerably the level of risk for 
Fr. Melo. 
 
We therefore urge you and the Government of Canada to apply immediate pressure 
on the Government of Honduras to ensure that the rule of law is upheld, that Fr. Me-
lo’s safety and freedom of expression are protected, and that all people in Honduras 
enjoy the full range of human rights. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. 
 
Sincerely,  

  
 
Peter Bisson SJ      Erik Oland, SJ 
Provincial Superior      Supérieur provincial 
Jesuits in English Canada                               Les jésuites du Canada français et d’Haïti 
 
 
 
Cc: Hon. Chrystia Freeland, Minister of Foreign Affairs, chrystia.freeland@parl.gc.ca  

  

 


