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“Thank you Father from the bottom of my heart. I don't know
where I would be without your support and guidance". These
moving words of gratitude from the young girl Pushpa Kujur
of Kelabari tea garden still rings in the ears of Fr Basil. He
helped Pushpa complete complete her studies through our
Covid Help Program. And our help to several others continues.
We have touched the lives of some people significantly
through our financial assistance to start up a career. A slice
of this support can be seen in the following pages. Besides
this, vaccination programme is being continued in all our
schools. Apart from Covishield and Covaxin vaccines,
Corbevax, India's first indigenously developed RBD-protein
subunit vaccine approved by the government, is also used for
the minors. Medical help is offered to the needy.
Two schools struggling to pay teachers’ salary due to low fee
collection have been supported.
Thank you for your collaboration in this venture. Thanks to Fr
Pragasan for beautifully designing our newsletter.
Wish you all the Blessings of the Holy Week and a Happy
Easter!
Joe Victor SJ
Convenor

We helped Sunil Oraon to buy a pre-owned car for
use as a taxi. Now his vehicle is in big demand.
His own villagers and the neighbouring town
people hire the vehicle on a regular basis and he
is able to generate a decent income to manage
his family. Sunil wrote a beautiful letter to thank
us all for this help.
Fr Basil Toppo who initially contacted me and put
this family in our start up help programme says:
“The shift from being a servant in a tea garden
(slavery)

to

being

the

owner

of

a

vehicle

(freedom) is what consoles and encourages me! To
be able to witness this movement and to be a
catalyst for this change is what moves me. A BIG
Thank you for making this happen! Mission,

THE JUBILANT SUNIL ORAON
AND FAMILY

however small it may be, is achieved!!! Kingdom /
reign of God is already here and not yet! And
miles to go before we sleep ....”

START-UP ASSISTANCE
Rajesh Khariya of Mogulkata tea garden was driving
a taxi owned by a small businessman. He had to
work for long hours but the salary was very little.
His father Mr Firen Khariya worked in our field at
Loyola School, Uttar Salbari till his retirement.
Rajesh had a dream of owning a car one day, even if
it’s a pre-owned vehicle. His dream came true when
he availed the grant from our programme. Putting
all the money together he bought a vehicle for a
reasonable price. Now he is so excited to own the
vehicle and make a living.
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RAJESH KHARIYA WITH HIS WIFE,
BY THE SIDE OF HIS HOUSE
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START-UP ASSISTANCE
LETTER FROM A BENEFICIARY
To,
The Provincial
Darjeeling Province of the Society of Jesus
Siliguri, Matigara
Sub: Thank you for financial aid
Dear father,
I Richard Gurung s/o Chandra Prasad Gurung, physically deaf and dumb and resident of
Tukvar, Lepcha Busty, Darjeeling, writing this this letter to express my sincere gratitude
for awarding me a grant of Rs. 20000/- and would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude
to Darjeeling province of the society of Jesus for this financial help and assist. During
this time of COVID period as I had remained jobless and your financial aid has help me to
start my small shop businesses at my place and which would not have been possible
without your help and support. Once again thank you so much from me and from my
entire family.
Sincerely yours,
Richard Gurung

(Written by Richard's brother
on behalf of Richard who is
differently abled)

RICHARD GURUNG IN HIS SMALL SHOP
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ONGOING VACCINATION CAMP AT ST. PETER'S SCHOOL, GAYAGANGA
Since the publication of the last newsletter, 940 students were vaccinated at St
Peter’s Higher Secondary School. While most of them received the first dose, some
got the second dose too. They were vaccinated under 12-14 and 15-18 age-groups as
per the government norms.
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ONGOING VACCINATION CAMP AT ST. VINCENT’S HIGH SCHOOL, HATIGHISA
Covid cases no doubt are declining to the extent of below 1000 new cases per day in India.
However, we will not rest in our service to the poor until the virus disappears completely. With
your generosity and by God’s grace and in collaboration with the health department we have
vaccinated 15,166 adults and 1655 adolescents so far. It’s a great achievement in reaching out
to the last and the least. Besides this we conducted free Covid rapid tests for some free of
cost. Now people are slowly beginning to resume their work and the lives have become normal.
I could see the joy in the face of the people. Hope and pray that this situation lasts forever.
I express my gratitude to each one of you dear benefactors for extending your hands to uplift
the poor and save the people from this menace. We wish you all good health and hope filled
future. May God bless you all…
Fr Lawrence Thanislaus SJ
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ONGOING VACCINATION CAMP AT ST. XAVIER’S SCHOOL, ALIPURDUAR

178 students of St Xavier’s School belonging to the age-group of 15-19 were given
the first dose of vaccination on January 6. Again on April 8, another 265 received
the vaccination.
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ONGOING VACCINATION CAMP AT ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING

Covishield vaccine was administered to 58 students of St Joseph’s School belonging
to 14-18 age-group on February 11. Another 246 children of age 12 and above were
vaccinated with Corbevax vaccine on March 28.
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ONGOING VACCINATION CAMP AT LOYOLA HIGH SCHOOL, UTTAR SALBARI
In Loyola High School 280 students in the age
group of 15-18 received the first dose on January
13. Another 250 of the same age group were
administered the second dose on March 4 and
another 300 children in the age group of 12-14
were given vaccines recently.

SPECIAL LOCK-DOWN ASSISTANCE TO LOYOLA HIGH SCHOOL
As a result of the Covid lockdown for almost two years,
most of the poor tea workers' children couldn't pay
their fees to Loyola School. So the payment of salary to
staff became very difficult. We supported the school
financially to tide over the crisis. Some pictures of the
recent school activities are given below.
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