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FROM THE PROVINCIAL’S DESK 
The Year 2023 gives us the chance to look forward in hope. The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, on 1 

January, sets the tone for our disposition as we march ahead to write a new chapter in our story. Mary 

teaches us to ponder and treasure the various moments we have enjoyed as well as the sorrow and 

adversities we endured in 2022. Her feast day is an ideal time to seek her intercession during the New Year 

to renew our faith, trust and confidence in God’s love and mercy. The New Year also presents us with a 

fresh start, new perspectives and new opportunities as well. We look forward to the coming months as we, 

in communion with the Holy Father and the Catholic Church all over the world, join the faithful on 

Synodality process. Let us all journey together to pray, listen, and discern what the faithful value in our 

Church, their aspirations and suggestions as to how we as a Church can walk together on the path to God’s 
Kingdom and form ourselves for Synodality.  

 

 

 

Fr Stanley Karakkada –Principal, St Joseph’s School, N.P. 
Fr Gabriel Tirkey – Coordinator of Accounts, Gayaganga 

Fr John Kennedy – Vice Superior/Asst. Professor, Rajganj 

Fr Sanjiv Lakra – Assistant Professor, NBSXC, Rajganj 

Fr Vincent George – Teacher, St Xavier’s School, Alipurduar 

Fr Philemon Tirkey – Co-pastor, SVDP Church, Hatighisa 

Fr Chiranjit Bara – Teacher/Co-pastor, Uttar Salbari 

Fr Leo Alphonse – Co-pastor, St Xavier’s Church, Sakyong 

Fr Peter Bhujel -  In-charge of Lepcha Busty (Additional) 

Fr Bijay Kindo – Coordinator for Vocation Promotion  

Mr Andre Lefevre – Vice Principal, St Joseph’s School, N.P. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM 

JANUARY 2023 
01-        Get-together with Benefactors 

      05-08     Meeting at Jor Bag, Delhi 

      14-        Curia Staff Picnic 

      21-        Final Vows at Matigara 

      23-31    Personal Retreat 

 

POPE’S INTENTION 

FOR JANUARY 2023 

FOR EDUCATORS: we pray that 

educators may be credible witnesses, 

teaching fraternity rather than 

competition and helping the youngest 

and most vulnerable above all. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

Final vows of Fr Nabor 

Dungdung and Bro. 

Gilbert Lepcha at PJR, 

Matigara on 21st 

January 2023 at 10.30 

AM  

APPOINTMENTS BY FATHER PROVINCIAL 
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ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 

The Parish had lots of activities in December: 

programme for widows and widowers, distribution 

of food stuff to the poor and needy under the 

auspices of Vincent de Paul Society, confessions and 

Celebrations of the Eucharist in villages in 

preparation for Christmas. 

 

St Peter’s High School, after proper screening and 

aptitude tests, has admitted 225 students (including 

111 from our Primary School) into Class V from the 

nearly 440 who had applied for the academic Year 

2023. State Achievement Exams were held in the 

School on December 12, by the Education 

Department for students of Class X, VIII and V in 

subjects like Maths, Science and the languages. 

Accompanied by Fr Nabor Dungdung, Sch Sawan 

Rai and a few staff, some 86 AICUF students from 

Class XI-XII went on a study tour to Coochbehar 

Palace on December 17-18.  Children with Special 

Needs (CWSN) are very dear to us and we have 

some 36 of them in various classes of St Peter’s. 14 
of such students participated in annual sports and 

games organised in Kanchnchunga Stadium on 

December 16-17 and brought laurels to the school 

by winning several prizes. 

 

A combined annual training camp of 16 Bengal 

Battalion of NCC was held in St Peter’s High School 

(HS), Gayaganga, from December 23-30, in which 

about 400 boy and girl cadets from both JD-SD as 

well as JW-SW wings of the NCC participated, 

together with 8 ANOs and CTOs, and another 21 

NCC officials from various schools and colleges from 

in and around Siliguri and up to Islampur. The army 

officials were very happy with the infrastructure and 

other arrangements of the school, especially the 

hospitality we extended to them during the one 

week long stay in St Peter’s. Br Robert Lakra 

recently attended the Conference meeting for 

Brothers in Mumbai. St Peter’s Primary School bears 

a brand-new look with sidewalks along its playing 

field, another interlocking tiles-laid path to the 

residence and some tiled corridors. Admissions are 

on in the schools. We thank Mr Chris Lowney for 

helping the poor children and nurses with fees. 
Fr Nabor Dungdung 

 

ST XAVIER’S SCHOOL, ALIPURDUAR 

St Xavier’s school celebrated Xa-Fiesta, the annual 

concert, on 2 December. Fr Cherian Maliekal was 

the chief guest for the occasion and he spoke on the 

school as well as the concert theme ‘Ubuntu’ – I am 

because we are. He emphasised the need for 

collaboration and cooperation in this competitive 

and selfish world. Fr Simon Kerketta and Fr Roshan 

Minj were also present to witness the annual 

concert. Xa-Fiesta was well appreciated by parents 

and invited guests. 

After being in a humble abode for ten years, St 

Xavier’s school Jesuit community moved into the 
new residence on 3 December. Fr Provincial blessed 

the house in the presence of many Darjeeling 

Jesuits, teaching and non-teaching staff, 

construction workers and other guests. A three-

story building with fourteen living rooms is the fruit 

of the tireless effort of Fr Siby Joseph and the 

ardent support from Fr Provincial.  

 

The School celebrated the Annual Sports Day on 17 

December. Mr Sudangshu Biswas, the headmaster 

of McWilliam H.S. School, Alipurduar graced the 

occasion as the chief guest. Mr Pushpak Ray, the 

ADM of Alipurduar was there to witness the sports 

day. It was a proud moment for us to showcase our 

school band which is unique to the Dooars region. 

Parents and guests were mesmerised by the 

spectacular performance of the students. 

Thereafter, the school received an invitation from 

the District authorities to do a Band Performance on 

the Republic day. The Christmas celebration was 
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also held on 21 December. It was an occasion for 

our music students and school choir to display their 

talents in front of their parents. The parents were 

appreciative of the programme.  
Fr Santy Mathew 

 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 

New admissions for class V and the primary section 

were done through admission tests and personal 

interviews. The availability of good infrastructure, 

green environment, committed staff and low fee 

structure continue to attract a large number of 

applicants to the school. The Diocesan Catechetical 

Commission along with the Diocesan Education 

Commission conducted a meeting at Hatighisa to 

review the faith formation programs in all the 

Catholic schools and to select uniform textbooks for 

teaching catechism in all the schools in the Diocese. 

Bishop Vincent Aind along with the heads of all the 

Schools was present for the meeting. On the 22nd 

the staff organized a Christmas gathering with carols 

and fun games prior to Christmas holidays. A 

Christmas message was delivered by Fr Fredrik 

Baraik on the occasion. The school will reopen on 5 

January for the new academic session 2023. 

Readmissions and new admissions took place from 

December 27-29.  

  

Fr Alexius Beck, the Parish Priest took around 200 

women for a pilgrimage to Uttar Salbari in view of 

strengthening their faith and giving them an 

exposure to our mission. He then went on to make 

his annual retreat at Prabhat Tara. On his return he 

engaged himself with hearing confessions in villages 

to prepare the faithful for Christmas. Fr Alvin Minj 

assisted him in hearing confessions.  

 

This year Christmas was truly a communitarian 

celebration. Different villages took responsibility for 

decorating places and organizing the liturgy with 

devotional dances. Sr Clinty FC and Sr Aruna FC 

along with the Parish catechist, Mr Ruben, 

decorated the altar artistically for the Christmas Eve 

Mass. The choir was handled by the parish youth. Fr 

Lalit Tirkey was the main celebrant on the 24th. Fr 

Lawrence Thanislaus was the main celebrant of the 

Mass at dawn. Sch. Prabhu Bhengra ensured that 

everything was in place and time.  

 

On the 26th a Christmas gathering was held at the 

level of the Diocese. There were more than 160 

priests and religious present for the get-together. 

Bishop Vincent Aind offered the Mass for the 

gathering. After a few ice-breaking Games, Fr 

Alexius Beck fed all the participants with the 

support of his parishioners.   
Fr Lawrence Thanislaus   

 

ST PAUL’S CHURCH, KURSEONG 

From 2007, St Paul’s parish was having a lot of 
issues with the army regarding the use of cemetery.  

The army claimed that the ownership of the 

graveyard belonged to them. A number of meetings 

were held with the defence authorities but in vain. 

Hence, the matter was referred to the SDO of 

Kurseong.  At the tripartite meeting of the defence 

representative, SDO and Church representatives, 

called by the SDO on 30 November in his Chamber, 

it was resolved that the Status Quo be maintained 

by both parties. It was also resolved that St Paul’s 
Church will take the responsibility to maintain the 

cemetery, on behalf of the British High Commission. 

Burials and other Christian rituals will continue as 

usual. The Church could repair the old standing 

structures along with the minor repair of the 

existing road within the cemetery. 

 

On 18th December the church celebrated the 

Diamond Jubilee of the Darjeeling Diocese and the 

silver Jubilee of Bishop Stephen Lepcha. On this 

historic and joyful occasion the Bishop administered 

the sacrament of Confirmation upon seven children. 
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Fifteen children were also given the first Holy 

Communion. After the Mass, the Bishop was 

felicitated. The parish also felicitated the 

parishioners who achieved important milestones in 

their life - two Ph.D. holders, one Lawyer and two 

Civil Engineers.  The parish also commended Mrs 

Jennifer George Lepcha on her being elected the 

President of the Women Association of the Diocese. 

The cemetery committee members who laboured 

day and night to resolve the cemetery issue were 

also complimented. The whole programme was 

brought to its conclusion with a well-prepared 

agape with all the parishioners.   

 

On 3 December, Fr Devdas Varghese, the newly 

ordained priest of Nepal Region, joined the 

community for his pastoral experience. He has been 

entrusted with the mission of visiting families and 

hearing confessions. On 8th, the Community 

members attended a Deanery recollection at 

Bishop’s house, Darjeeling.  On 14th  Fr Chiranjit 

Bara formally joined the Loyola Niwas community at 

Uttar Salbari. On 17th the community felicitated 

Bishop Stephen Lepcha on completing 25 years of 

his Episcopal ordination.  
Fr Peter Jong Lepcha 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 

St Joseph’s School, North Point, is closed for winter 

vacation after the declaration of the results of this 

academic year. The online results were available on 

the school website for all the students. The Winter 

Camp for the underprivileged children will be held 

from 2 January to 2 February 2023. The teaching 

staff had a day of picnic at Singla. The Primary 

Division celebrated Pre-Christmas with beautiful 

Carols before going for winter. The staff at North 

Point had a wonderful Christmas celebration on the 

16th along with an exchange of gifts among them. 

The celebration began with a meaningful prayer 

service at the chapel with a beautiful message on 

Christmas by Fr Rector. The youth from the adjacent 

parishes were invited to sing carols on this occasion 

at the school. The heads of Anglo-Indian Schools 

had a meeting at Goethals Memorial School to plan 

out the inter-school activities for the academic year 

2023.  

 

Bishop Stephen Lepcha offered a thanksgiving Mass 

at St Joseph’s School Chapel on his silver jubilee 
Episcopal Ordination. Many Jesuits from the hills 

were present for this Mass along with Fr Provincial 

and Socius. The Jesuits felicitated the Bishop, 

followed by a sumptuous agape meal. The Apostolic 

Nuncio to India paid a short visit to the school along 

with the other Bishops who had come to Darjeeling 

to participate in the jubilee celebration of the 

Darjeeling Diocese. The Fathers and Scholastics 

went to Sittong, Kankeybong, Singla and Lepcha 

Busty for the Christmas ministry. The Scholastics 

helped the youth of Lepcha Busty for the Christmas 

Carols. For the first time, 25 youth of Lepcha Busty 

made the Santa Claus bike ride from Jore bungalow 

to North Point, spreading the message of peace at 

Darjeeling town.  
Fr Anuranjan Ekka 

 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 

Most people experience a Sudden Cardiac Arrest 

(SCA) at home, work or in a public location and most 

of these cardiac arrests are found fatal as victims 

don't receive immediate Cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation (CPR) on the spot. To address such a 

problem, the college, in collaboration with 

McMaster Children's Hospital, Ontario, Canada, 

organised a training program on Cardio Pulmonary 

Resuscitation (CPR) on 16 December. The training 

was given by Dr Tapas Mondal from McMaster 

Children's Hospital, Ontario, Canada. The college is 

trying to increase public awareness about the 

importance and simplicity of performing bystander 

CPR. The students and the staff of St Joseph’s 
College were also given hands on training on how to 

save life in the event of a Severe Cardiac Arrest. 

 
On 21 December, the Department of Post Graduate 

(M.A.) organized a program to celebrate Christmas 

with the theme ‘Together against Drugs” under the 
guidance of Ms Rose Mary and other staff 

members. The Christmas was celebrated with 

religious gaiety, fervour, and enthusiasm. After that, 

various programs were organized one after the 

other. One of them was a mime skit ‘Broken 
Strings’, performed by a group of M.A students with 

the message: “Say no to Drugs and it’s possible to 
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overcome addiction and substance use disorders 

with the cooperation of parents, friends etc”. After 
the Christmas Carols the principal wished all the 

staff and students “A Merry Christmas and A grace 

filled New Year 2023”.  
Fr Donatus Kujur 

 

NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 

The entire first half of the month was dedicated to 

conducting the university exams for the 3rd and 5th 

Semesters. However, the exams got over only on 

the 23rd with Practical exams of Computer Science 

and Geography. On 16 December the college 

celebrated its much-awaited Pre-Christmas led by 

AICUF. This was attended by a large number of staff 

and students. It was followed by the Social Service 

Cell reaching out to the people of Shikarpur Tea 

Garden with Christmas Carol songs and gifts for 

children and the elderly. On the 18th the college 

was the venue for ICDS Government exams. On the 

19th the entire Jesuit team from the college 

attended the draft report presentation by the 

Assessment team at the Curia, Matigara. 

 

This year the feast of St Francis Xavier was also 

celebrated with great enthusiasm, participated in 

good numbers by hostel students and 

neighbouring nuns. The Mass was presided over by 

Fr Gabriel Tirkey. Fr Lalit Tirkey had a rather hectic 

second half of the month with a visit to St Xavier's 

School, Raiganj, as the chief guest. Thereafter, he 

attended a meeting with the West Bengal Education 

Minister besides attending MC and GB meetings of 

HLDRC, Matigara and Loyola college of Education, 

Namchi, respectively. He also did his extra bit of 

spiritual duty by celebrating Christmas night Mass at 

Hatighisa Parish followed by morning Mass in 

Belgachi (Panighata Parish). Fr Sanjiv Lakra, 

after submitting his PhD and completing his 

Terntianship, joined the community on 19 

December.  On Christmas Day he began his ministry 

on Christmas Day by offering Mass at Pabnikheri 

(under Mogradangi Parish) along with Fr Bijay 

Kindo. The college is grateful to Mr Chris Lowney 

for supporting some poor students’ fee. 
Fr Lalit Tirkey 

 

JESU ASHRAM, MATIGARA 

Fr Kalyan Tirkey and Fr Edward Arokiaraj prepared 

the choir for the Nuncio’s Mass at Prabhu Jisu Girja, 
Matigara on 7 December with the help of the 

nursing students. That was the last day of the CRI-

CDPI-BRBC meeting organized under the 

chairmanship of Bishop Vincent Aind at Loyola 

Pastoral Centre, Matigara. 

 

The first-year nursing students were admitted to 

Jesu Ashram on December 12 and 13. Sixteen of 

them have been confirmed for the 2023 batch. This 

is the 28th batch that will be undergoing nursing 

training at Jesu Ashram.  They will join the institute 

formally on 5 January 2023. 

 

Bishop Vincent Aind celebrated Mass for the 

inmates of Jesu Ashram on 23 December. The same 

day a common Christmas gathering was held with all 

the doctors, staff, and the residential students. Fr 

Edward Arokiaraj gave a Christmas message that 

was thought-provoking. Fr Julius Kujur thanked all 

the collaborators including the Sisters of the 

Daughters of the Cross, doctors, staff, and students 

for their untiring commitment to serve the poor and 

the sick. It was indeed a family celebration of life.  Fr 

Alvin Minj presided over the Christmas mass on 

December 25 at Jesu Ashram. All the inmates of 

Jesu Ashram were served lunch in front of the 

leprosy ward. Each one was blessed with a 

Christmas gift.  
Sch. Lawrence Mudiyappan 

 

SANGEETANJALI, MATIGARA 

Some of the dance students were privileged to 

perform prayer dance at the Inaugural function of 

the All Bengal CRI-CDPI-BRBC Conference held at 

Loyola Pastoral Centre, Matigara. All the Bishops of 

Bengal, Major Superiors and Delegates were 

present for a four-day conference.  

 

On 8 December, Fr Kalyan Tirkey and Fr Edward 

Arokiaraj went to Kerala to attend the South Asian 

Jesuit Artists Forum Meeting, which was held at 

Thanmaya Jesuit center, Kumaranallor, Kottyam, 

Kerala, from December 8-13. Jesuit artists, dancers, 
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painters, sculptures, musicians, theatre, media and 

communication men came together to share, 

discuss and plan on various art ministries in the 

Assistancy with a new vision in the background of 

the ‘signs of the times’.  
 

On the inaugural day Fr. E. P. Mathew, the 

Provincial of Kerala, welcomed all the participants 

and spent two days with the Jesuit Artists in their 

sharing and discussions. Fr. Stany D’Souza, the 

POSA, addressed the group online.  He presented 

the situation and context of the Society, crisis in 

religious life and challenges of Jesuit character 

today. Fr Stany’s suggestions to re-imagine and 

recast our mission as Jesuit artists were a fitting 

orientation to the meeting. He reiterated the need 

to become deeply spiritual, competent, credible and 

professional as Jesuit artists. Rev. Dr. K. M. George, 

an orthodox priest, artist, writer, and theologian 

gave input session and reflections, which made the 

group to think deeply on art related topics.  

 

The Jesuit Artists had a house-boat trip.  They 

enjoyed the enchanting beauty of the back waters 

and the Jesuit companionship. The whole day was 

spent in cherishing the natural beauty and shared 

personal stories of their call to art ministry in the 

Society of Jesus. The sharing was an experience of 

knowing each one deeply. Such sharing created a 

sense of togetherness and mutual understanding. 

We also had our presentations of art ministry. 

Performance of Music and Dance, Power-Point 

presentations, videos etc., were the modes of 

presentation.  
Fr Edward Arokiaraj 

 

LOYOLA NIWAS, UTTAR SALBARI 

The new wing of the school was blessed by Rt Rev. 

Clement Tirkey DD and inaugurated by the 

President of SOS-India and Fr John Wilfred Lobo, 

our Provincial on 28 November. The new building is 

constructed in view of upgrading the 24 year old 

school to Higher Secondary. After the blessing and 

inauguration, the students put up a cultural show 

representing various cultures of the locality. Our 

gratitude to all our donors of the school. 

 

The school conducted the annual examination from 

December 1-10. The results were given out on 

December 18. The school staff had a Pre-Christmas 

get-together on December 21. The school is closed 

for Christmas Holidays and will reopen on 5 January  

2023. Fr Chiranjit Bara joined the community on 17 

December, taking the strength of the community to 

four. We now have more able hands to reach out. 

  

370 women from Hatighisa Parish accompanied by 

Fr Alexius Beck, the Parish Priest, came for a 

pilgrimage to our parish on 4 December. Our 

parishioners were at their service on their arrival. 

The Women’s Association of the Jalpaiguri Diocese 
had a meeting in our parish on 18 December. 50 

Women from different parishes of Jalpaiguri diocese 

attended the meeting. Our parish has been chosen 

at the Diocese level as the venue for the women’s 
rally to be held in early February 2023. About 2000 

women are expected to attend the rally. 

  

A Pre-Christmas celebration was organised for 124 

parish Eucharistic Crusaders on 18 December. The 

children were given woolen Hoodie shirts as 

Christmas gift and a meal together. On the other 

hand, the parish youth went to all the parish villages 

and to some Institutions outside the Parish for Carol 

singing.  

 

Night Vigil Mass was celebrated in honour of the 

Nativity of Jesus as per the Christmas Eve liturgical 

tradition with pealing of Church bells and singing of 

Carols. The Church was decked up with lights. Fr 

Basil Toppo was the main celebrant for the 

Christmas Vigil Mass while Fr Chiranjit Bara was the 

main celebrant for the morning Mass. A large 

number of parishioners flocked the Church for both 

the Masses dressed up in formal attire. The crowd 

was double the number witnessed last year. 

Moreover, the presence of Fr Joe Victor added 

fervour to the Christmas celebration. He spent most 

of his time hearing confessions.  
Fr Basil Toppo 

 

     BERCHMANS ILLAM, CHENNAI 

Fr Dennis Soosai presented a paper on ‘Ethical 
Implications of COVID-19 Vaccine’ in the 
International Conference organized by Loyola 

Institute of Frontier Energy (LIFE).  The conference 

dealt with the matters of New Normal Covid-19 and 

Ethical Issues Related to Public Health and 

Education. The event was organized on the 12th and 

13th December. On the 18th December Fr Dennis 

attended the memorial Mass of Fr Arulanandam, 

Nepal region, at his village Mapedu. After the Mass, 

a portion of the mortal remains, which was brought 
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from Kathmandu, was buried next to his father’s 
tomb.  

The Berchmans 

community went 

for an outing from 

December 6-9 to 

Mysore and 

Bangalore. The 

places visited 

were Mysore 

palace, 

Chamundeshwari 

temple, Krishna 

Raja Sagar dam 

and Lalbagh 

Botanical Garden Bangalore. The tour was a time of 

relaxation before beginning the new semester.  

 

Sch. Samson Basumatary has successfully finished 

his third semester on 2 December. Currently, he is in 

his final year of study and is busy with his final year 

research project. Besides enthralling external 

preparation to celebrate the birthday of Jesus, the 

community observed a Novena as a preparation to 

celebrate the same. Fr Xavier Kandulna has joined 

the community for his thesis work.  
Sch. Samson Basumatary 

 

SATYA NILAYAM, CHENNAI 

After the semester exams from December 1-9, we 

had community days. A pilgrimage was organized 

for both the first year and second year philosophers. 

The first years went to Oriyur and Rameshwaram, 

and the second years went to Velankanni 

accompanied by a few staff members. The 

pilgrimage was meant to enhance our faith and 

strengthen our vocation. From 19 December classes 

for the even semester have begun. On 21st 

December, a Christmas gathering for the whole 

community was held. Christmas gifts were 

exchanged on this occasion. As a preparation for the 

Christmas Feast, 23 December was spent as a day of 

recollection. Soon after the Christmas celebration 

on 25 December, all the scholastics left for a cultural 

tour.  
Sch. Joseph Kerketta 

 

DISCERNING LEADERSHIP PROGRAM IN BANGALORE 

The Discerning Leadership Program for the Central and Northern Zone was held from December 12-16, 

2022 at Prerena in Bangalore. 36 persons, namely 2 Archbishops, 6 Bishops, 12 Major superiors, 1 

Administrator of a Diocese, 4 Jesuit Provincials, 10 Lay Persons and 1 religious Collaborator attended the 

Program. The sessions were on the context of South Asia and Synodality, Adaptive Leadership, Discernment, 

Our Baptismal Call, Self-awareness and Emotional Development, Understanding Conflict styles, Navigating 

Polarities, Practice of Examen, Communication Styles and Team Building. There was enough time for 

spiritual conversation and small group interactions. The three resource persons from the Discerning 

Leadership Team – Fr Davis S.J., Ms. Sandra, and Mr. Pablo – from Rome, Fr Jossie D’Mello S.J. of 

Karnataka Province and Fr Joye James of Kerala Province handled the sessions with great depth and quality. 

The effectiveness and impact of all the inputs and exercises were quite evident in the group sharing and 

spiritual conversations. The program combined the inputs from experts, personal reflection, and sharing 
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with diverse peers. The combination of these three elements gave way to a very effective learning 

experience that helped the participant’s competencies and capacities for Discerning Leadership. 
Fr Wilfred Lobo 

 

DARJEELING ASSESSMENT OF COLLEGES  

Fr Wilfred Lobo, Provincial constituted an external committee consisting of Fr Sebasti Raj (CEN), Fr Paul 

Coelho (KHM), Dr Bipransh Tiwary (Staff of NBSXC) and Fr C. Pragasan (DAR) for the assessment of our 

Province Higher Educational Institutions and make some concrete recommendations to take our institutions 

forward. The Assessment Committee prepared an open-ended questionnaire and sent it to all the staff 

members, current students, Alumni, parents and Jesuits working in Loyola College of Education, Namchi; St 

Joseph’s College, Darjeeling; and North Bengal St Xavier’s College, Rajganj. Subsequently, the committee 

members made a physical visit to all these three colleges and interacted with the administration and all the 

stakeholders. They also inspected infrastructural facilities and the utilization of the land available in the 

campus. Based on the survey study and the information gathered through the questionnaire, the 

committee prepared a report on the strengths and weaknesses of the academic life, administration, and 

infrastructure. The committee also worked on some recommendations on how the weaknesses could be 

overcome with the existing strengths in promoting quality education and development of each college. 

  

All the Consultors, Curia officials and Jesuits working in all the three institutions were called to Matigara for 

a three-day meeting with the Assessment committee from December 17-20. The committee had its 

interactions with the Consultors and the curia officials on 20 December alone. Each day the participants 

were asked to spend time going through the report carefully and prayerfully. A day was set aside for each 

college for reflection and interactions. The committee is expected to submit the final copy of the report to 

Father Provincial by 28 February 2023.  The Provincial, Superiors and the Heads of the institutions are 

indeed very grateful to the committee for their single-minded focus with commitment to the work 

entrusted to them. The process adopted for the assessment of the colleges had a greater involvement of 

stakeholders and was very systematic, objective, discerning and goal oriented. 
Fr Xavier Alangaram  

 

REST IN PEACE 
Fr Abraham Adappur (KER)  96/78   03 December  

Fr Francis D’Souza (DAR)  69/51   06 December 

Fr John Santos (PUN)   94/71   11 December 

Fr S Arulanandam (NEP)  62/35   12 December 

Fr Peter Raj C.  (AND)   76/59   28th December 

Mr Peter Canisius (90), Brother of Fr Giles Goluckmu on 21 Dec. 

Mr Varkey George (98), Father of Fr Francis George on 22 Dec. 

  

 
"WISHING YOU A YEAR FULL      

OF BLESSINGS FILLED WITH 

RENEWED HAPPINESS, NEW 

GOALS, NEW ACHIEVEMENTS 

AND MANY INSPIRATIONS TO 

YOUR LIFE." 
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